o-Nitrophenyl sulfoxides: efficient precursors for the mild preparation of alkenes.
o-Nitrophenyl sulfoxides were found to be efficient synthetic precursors of various alkene types. The elimination occurs in toluene and NaOAc to generate substituted and terminal alkenes. Alkene products were easily obtained in high purity due to the simultaneous precipitation of the o-nitrophenyl sulfenic acid byproduct. The methods described have practical applications for the preparation of unsaturated compounds under mild, thermolytic conditions.